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The Campus Recreation Center reopens with
new hours and guidelines.

Students in the service industry face
economic hardship as consumers weigh the
risk of eating out.

Julie Beach, under adverse circumstances,
remains optimistic about what the future
holds.
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ISOLATED
FROM THE
HERD:
Eight days and
counting

By Darnell Henderson
dhenderson2@usf.edu

W

hen the air
conditioner
turns on in my
dormitory room, the broken
blinds in the window clink in
an unsyncopated concert that
lasts all night.
For seven nights, I was
jolted awake by this haunting
noise, with the eerie sense
that a stranger was looming
ominously in the room.
Because of the COVID-19
pandemic, I am living in
isolation in Ibis Hall, the
residence hall inside the
University Student Center.
The dorm is designed to
hold 201 residents, but it was
left empty to accommodate
student COVID-19 cases.
My roommate tested
positive for the virus on Aug.
22, which is when he and I
apparently became Ibis Hall’s
first fall residents. I am on the

second floor and he is on the
sixth.
The university declined
to say if there are any other
students living temporarily in
the dorm.
Being isolated due to
exposure to COVID-19 has
been an experience, to say the
least. How else do I describe
living the policies sworn to
prevent the spread of this
virus?
Initially, I jokingly
referred to this experience
as a vacation; an exclusive
suite for the university’s most
beloved student.
In reality, I was texted
instructions on how to access
the key to my new room and
told to pack for two weeks.
No laundry, no escape.
Meals are given at 10 a.m.
and are intended to last for the
remainder of the day.
For lunch, we are given
salads. I’ve never been a fan
of salad.

DARNELL HENDERSON | THE CROW’S NEST

Senior graphic arts major and creative director at The Crow’s Nest Darnell
Henderson travels through Zoom backgrounds to add variety to his days in
quarantine.
Dinner ranges in form,
but remains consistent in
undesirability. Sandwiches
one night, chicken doused in
barbecue sauce the next.
Usually, I’m so bored
that I eat it as an exploration
of formal texture. Taste has
become irrelevant.
Days in solitude echo
March, April, June and July.
It’s almost like I
compartmentalized my life
– stashed the bits in the car,
traversed land and sea – just
to replicate what home was
this summer. I understand
why, but that doesn’t erase the
familiarity.
It becomes the battle of
boredom and I’m still losing.
I meet with Student
Health Services via video
chat. They’re observers,
meticulously surveying
everything about my health.
The number of potential
ailments seem boundless.

It makes me wonder if
COVID-19 is the mother of
disease.
I am tested. Negative. I am
tested again. Negative.
Isolation is still necessary.
We must protect the herd.
I call my mom and we
lament my situation. She
wants to fight, but she would
just be hitting uncertainty.
Because that is what we are
truly facing, the unknown.
We’re facing an enemy
that refuses to fully reveal
itself. Or maybe we haven’t
given it enough time to do so.
Even so, the virus is testing
us as well. And America has
failed.
Eventually, I used the
bedding to tie down the
clinking blinds. I don’t want
to hear their jarring song.
They sing of being alone,
trapped. They sing this and I
live it.
At least now I have a view.

My professors sequestered
me to an online experience
and a chasm erupts. The
disconnectedness becomes so
tangible that I question my
place in space.
As creative director of
The Crow’s Nest, I design the
pages of the weekly paper.
My colleagues can’t have
material delivered to me.
We communicate via Zoom,
Google Docs and a Slack
workspace.
I stare at a screen and I
treat it like a friend, begging
for socialization. I mean, it’s
my sole connection to anyone,
other than my reflection.
I hope my laptop likes me.
We are stuck together.
My release date is
unknown.
Joseph Puccio, the
university’s executive medical
director, has taken a vacation.
I have, too, but I’d like a
ticket back.

Lion of the St. Petersburg campus to retire
By Nancy McCann
CONTRIBUTOR

P

COURTESY OF RAY ARSENAULT

Historian Ray Arsenault,
who joined the faculty
in 1980, is the author or
editor of nine books.

rofessor Ray Arsenault,
a preeminent Southern
historian and
outspoken champion of the St.
Petersburg campus, will retire at
the end of the fall semester.
Arsenault, 72, announced in
an email to campus leaders on
Aug. 27 that he will depart the
university he joined in 1980 and
“embrace retirement with the
same spirit that animated my

long career” at USF.
“Many of my friends that I
went to graduate school with
– most of them – have already
retired,” he told The Crow’s
Nest. “A number of my students
have retired, so maybe I’m
doing something wrong” in
teaching for 48 years.
The COVID-19 pandemic
has forced faculty to switch
to online teaching, which
Arsenault said is not “a good
fit” for somebody who thrives
on interactive seminars. He also

acknowledged that his Type 2
diabetes is a “difficult thing to
keep under control.”
But his main motivation,
he said, was a desire to “try
some new things” and spend
more time with his wife,
Kathy, the former dean of the
Nelson Poynter Memorial
Library on campus, their
two adult daughters and two
grandchildren.
“It’s really just time,” he
said.
Arsenault, who holds

a bachelor’s degree from
Princeton and a doctorate from
Brandeis University, came to
St. Petersburg in 1980 from the
University of Minnesota.
The campus, founded 15
years earlier as a tiny satellite
to Tampa, was just beginning
to expand beyond its original
footprint on 11 acres that jutted
out into Bayboro Harbor (site
of today’s College of Marine
Science).
>> SEE ARSENAULT on P3
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Disgruntled students seek
refunds on tuition and fees

By Catherine Hicks
chicks@usf.edu

M

AYA DIAB | THE CROW’S NEST

This will be Student Government’s first year as a
consolidated body with representatives from all
three campuses.

Applications open for
Student Government
special elections

By Sophie Ojdanic
sojdanic@usf.edu

T

he newlyconsolidated Student
Government has
opened applications for a
special election to fill vacant
seats on the university-wide
senate and the respective
campus councils.
According to its website,
the SG election application,
which must be submitted via
DocuSign, opened on Aug. 24
and will close on Sept. 4.
Elections will take place
Sept. 22 and 23.
“It is of incredible
importance that we fill all of
our allotted senate seats so that
St. Petersburg is represented
to the fullest extent of the SG
Constitution” on universitywide decision-making, said
Isaiah Castle, lieutenant
governor of the St. Petersburg
campus.
SG senator Veronica
Jimenez also encouraged
interested students to apply.
“You can be a voice
for the student body and
representation for your home
campus,” Jimenez said.
“Students will be able to
enact change that they would
like to see within Student
Government or on campus.”
For decades, each
USF campus had its own,
independent SG led by a
president and vice president,
senate and supreme court,
but that changed with
consolidation.
Now, there is a universitywide president and vice
president, a 60-member senate
and a nine-member supreme
court appointed by the
president.
Each campus has a
governor and lieutenant
governor, a nine-member
campus council and a
five-member circuit court
appointed by the governor.
Five seats on the

university-wide senate are
automatically allocated to each
campus, with the remaining
seats apportioned according
to the number of students
enrolled on each campus. This
year, Tampa will have 44 of
the 60 seats.
In the Sept. 22-23 special
election, St. Petersburg voters
will be filling four openings in
the senate and all nine campus
council seats.
According to St.
Petersburg’s supervisor of
elections, Savannah Carr,
17 applications have been
received as of Aug. 26.
Tampa has 14 available
seats on the senate and seven
on its campus council, while
Sarasota-Manatee has three
available seats on the senate
and five on its campus council.
The St. Petersburg council
“would be 100 percent
dedicated to serving the
interest of the St. Petersburg
campus and its students,
will oversee A&S (activity
& service fee) funding
(and) confirmations for
local positions,” Castle
said. “This is in contrast
to the (university-wide)
senate, which serves the
combined interests of all three
campuses.”
Voter turnout has been
notoriously poor on the St.
Petersburg campus, where the
vast majority of students are
commuters. Tampa turnout has
also been low.
From 2017 to 2019, voter
turnout in Tampa dropped
68 percent. In St. Petersburg,
only 15 percent of the student
body voted in the spring 2020
presidential election.
Castle encouraged
anyone interested in
applying for a position
in SG to contact Shemar
McKoy, the university-wide
supervisor of elections, at
sg-ercsupervisor@usf.edu, or
Carr at savannahc4@usf.edu.

ore than 70
lawsuits have
been filed across
the country by students
seeking reductions or refunds
in tuition and fees from
schools that switched to online
instruction or closed housing
because of the COVID-19
pandemic.
One of those suits was filed
by Jarrett Lafleur, a Tampa
engineering student, who sued
USF and the state university
system in federal district court
on July 21.
Lafleur declined requests
for comment from The Crow’s
Nest.
According to the Tampa
Bay Times, the lawsuit
contends that USF committed
a breach of contract by
charging the same tuition and
fees during the COVID-19
closures as it did during
previous, in person semesters.
Students were forced into
online instruction and had
little access to the in person
benefits advertised at the time
of enrollment, the lawsuit
says.
It also says that Lafleur,
who is engaged in intramural
sports, a fraternity and
engineering societies, was
unable to experience the
benefits of an in person
education.
The lawsuit says that
degrees offered fully online
at USF cost less than an in
person degree.
USF spokesperson Adam
Freeman declined to discuss
the lawsuit, the Times said,
but said that many services
continued and on-campus
operations would resume this
fall. The school’s reopening
plan will allow students to
“continue taking courses and
accessing services remotely to
keep them on a path to timely
graduation without providing
additional refunds,” he told the
paper.
The lawsuit was filed one
month after USF announced

it would not be refunding
housing costs if COVID-19
numbers force campuses to
close again, contending it
couldn’t shoulder the financial
burden of the closure.
“We have a number of
fixed costs that we have to
maintain to provide housing
and dining and so on, so we’re
just trying to balance those
out and be committed more
than anything to transparency.
These are things we’ll have to
navigate over the next several
months,” USF President Steve
Currall told the Times.
Six days following the
decision, USF announced
that it would be investing
$20 million in financial
aid to “help students
who are experiencing
financial hardships due to
the COVID-19 pandemic
remain on a path to timely
graduation,” in the We Got
U-SF scholarship.
Similar university decisions
have been made across
the country, leaving many
universities facing lawsuits
and petitions demanding lower
tuition rates and fees.
As of June 25, there have
been over 70 lawsuits filed
against universities across the
country demanding tuition
refunds. Targets have included
prominent institutions such as
Columbia, Brown, Penn State
and Purdue.
According to Expert
Institute, a New York firm that
helps attorneys find expert
witnesses, refunds for tangible
services such as meal plans
and room and board, are easier
to win since the plaintiffs can
quantify student losses.
Cases contending that
online learning isn’t an
adequate form of instruction
are more difficult to
prove, the Institute says.
The student-college
relationship expectations and
obligations aren’t defined in
documentation, which means
there isn’t, technically, a
contract to breach.
In these cases, all
communications upon

enrollment between the
college and student can be
considered in the studentcollege agreement. For
example, a university’s
marketing strategy can be
examined to understand what
was promoted and promised to
students.
According to the
Education Dive website, some
universities have preemptively
attempted to protect
themselves from lawsuits by
offering tuition reductions to
their students. Typically, those
universities have the financial
ability to assist students or a
need to ensure they fulfill fall
enrollment numbers.
Williams College, the
wealthiest liberal arts school
in the U.S., was the first to
announce a reduction: 15
percent in tuition and room
and board through June 2021.
Students who receive financial
aid also saw a 15 percent
decrease in estimated family
contributions.
Princeton, Georgetown
and Lafayette College
announced tuition reductions
of 10 percent for students
studying remotely. Princeton’s
reductions also included those
learning on-campus.
However, in North
Carolina, state legislature
stepped in to stop any legal
claims that could arise against
colleges and universities.
It passed a bill on June
25 to provide immunity to
colleges and universities from
all legal complaints related to
COVID-19 closures.
The law protects
universities from providing
refunds for tuition or fees, as
long as their decisions were
made to protect the public
health, safety or welfare of
students and remote learning
was offered as an option.
The law applies to all
legal actions taken on or after
March 27, clearing lawsuits
against five North Carolina
universities - East Carolina
University, UNC Charlotte,
UNC Asheville, UNC
Wilmington and Duke.
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Lawsuits have been filed in 19 states seeking refunds for tuition and room
and board fees during the COVID-19 pandemic.
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On-campus
students burdened with new
Campus Computing fees
By Annalise Anderson
akanderson1@usf.edu

U

SF St. Petersburg
students living on
campus are adding
another expense to their
college bill.
Campus housing WiFi
servers are lagging due to
an influx of student online
activity, a recurring problem
each year. In the past,
ethernet connectivity has also
been available to students
who wish to receive free,
uninterrupted internet service.
However, students are

now being asked by USF
St. Petersburg Campus
Computing to pay a $15 fee
each month in order to access
the ethernet connection.
According to the Campus
Computing website, housing
facility ethernet ports were
deactivated July 1. It states
that the ports can be activated
but “may require” a monthly
fee.
In a phone call to the
Campus Computing Help
Desk for further information,
the Help Desk associate
recited the information found
on the department’s website

and could not confirm if
ethernet connectivity was
previously free to students.
“It really seems like
Computing is holding ethernet
hostage,” said Kayla Reed, a
junior environmental science
and policy major. “I hope that
students don’t have to end up
paying extra for good internet.
We pay almost $5,000 a
semester to live here, reliable
internet should be included in
that price.”
Housing administration
has told residents that it is
negotiating this new fee with
Campus Computing.

PATRICK TOBIN | THE CROW’S NEST

USF St. Petersburg students were told by Campus Computing that a $15
monthly fee is required to access the ethernet connection.

(Safely) Getting fit for fall:
Campus gym reopens with
new COVID-19 procedures
By Edyn Gottlieb
edyn@usf.edu

G

oing to the gym,
like everything
else, looks
different in a post-COVID-19
world.
The USF St. Petersburg
Campus Recreation Center
is following COVID-19
guidelines and has
implemented additional
procedures in an attempt
to ensure the safety of its
students and members.
According to Assistant
Director of Operations, Dan
Marshall, these measures
include: limiting the gym’s

capacity to 58 people,
spacing equipment to allow
for social distancing and
requiring masks in and
around the building.
“The gym’s reopening
has been well received,”
Marshall said. “We’ve had
pretty good traffic in here
since we’ve reopened. I think
the students are ready to get
back to exercising and being
back on campus.”
The gym is now open for
students with restricted hours.
It is open Monday through
Friday from 7:00 a.m. to
1:00 p.m. and from 4:00 p.m.
until 7:00 p.m. It is closed on
Saturdays and Sundays.

Modified hours allow the
staff to clean from 1:00 p.m.
to 4:00 p.m. and again once
the gym is closed for the
night.
“This is the third time
I’ve come to the gym since
it reopened,” said Alex
Grubel, a sophomore health
sciences major. “I see around
10 to 15 people every time
I go. Everyone seems to be
following the guidelines and
keeping their masks on, I feel
pretty safe.”
If you are planning on
getting back in the gym,
make sure to fill out and
bring your daily campus pass
either digitally or printed.
COURTESY OF USF

USF St. Petersburg’s gym has reopened to students with limited hours to
allow for staff to clean equipment.

ARSENAULT, continued from P1
As the campus grew over
the years, so did Arsenault’s
stature as a historian.
He is the author or editor
of nine books, including a
trilogy on key figures in the
civil rights movement: the
singer Marian Anderson,
the Freedom Riders and
Arthur Ashe, the tennis starturned-activist and public
intellectual. He is now at
work on a biography of civil
rights giant John Lewis.
Arsenault was also
active in community affairs,
including a stint as Florida
president of the American
Civil Liberties Union
(ACLU).
In recent years, as
president of the now-defunct
USF St. Petersburg Faculty
Senate, he became known as
the conscience of the campus
in turbulent times.
When the popular
regional chancellor, Sophia
Wisniewska, was ousted in
2017 by then-USF President
Judy Genshaft, who said
Wisniewska bungled
preparations for Hurricane
Irma, Arsenault called the
move a “gross overreaction
… more like an execution
than a resignation.”
When Pinellas County
legislators moved secretly
and swiftly in early 2018 to
abolish the St. Petersburg
campus’ cherished
independent accreditation,
Arsenault blistered them
for meddling in academic
governance without
consulting senior faculty and
community leaders.
And as Tampa-based
administrators rushed
through the consolidation
planning process, Arsenault
repeatedly called them out
for trampling on traditions
that made the St. Petersburg
campus distinctive.
The Tampa
administration’s fixation
on retaining its designation
as a preeminent research

institution “almost reminds
me of Trump’s wall,”
Arsenault said in January
2019. “The preeminence
thing has become the wall
that seems to block out
everything else – what’s
happening in the classroom,
the relationships with the
community.”
Consolidation took
effect July 1. Asked if he
will continue to weigh in,
Arsenault turned reflective.
“Things are a bit uncertain
at the university,” Arsenault
told The Crow’s Nest. “I
don’t think anybody knows
exactly how consolidation is
going to work out and what
the St. Petersburg campus is
going to be like in a year or
two. I’m hopeful, but things
are going to be different.”
He said he will join a
group of retired faculty and
administrators that supports
the campus. “I’m sure I’ll be
involved with them and make
my views known.
“But I think it’s really
up to the people who are
actively involved in teaching
on the campus, particularly
full-time faculty,” he said.
“It’s really not for me to
dictate or try to influence
their decisions.”
Arsenault said he intends
to stay active in the ACLU
and other community groups
and, once the pandemic ends,
resume painting lessons at
the Morean Arts Center and
team trivia competition at
Ferg’s Sports Bar.
Regional Chancellor
Martin Tadlock said the
retirement of a man he
called an intellectual and
professional leader is “a
tremendous loss” for the
campus.
But Arsenault “will still
be here in St. Petersburg
and will have an office on
our campus next year,”
Tadlock said. “He will
still be contributing to
the community and his
profession. I’m sure of it.”
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All eyes on
November:

DARNELL HENDERSON | THE CROW’S NEST

By Trevor Martindale
tjm4@usf.edu

W

e have public
servants to elect
in November
and campus organizations
are prepared to highlight
the importance of civic
engagement.
The Center for Civic
Engagement (CCE), USF
St. Petersburg’s nonpartisan
program which promotes
civic involvement, has
devised efforts in three areas:
registration, engagement and
turnout.
“We’re working with
housing to get voter
registration applications/
address update forms to all
students after move-in,” CCE
program coordinator Thomas
Gay said in an email to The
Crow’s Nest. “For those
students residing off-campus,
we’ll also employ extensive
email and social media
outreach along with faculty
partners distributing forms in
face-to-face class settings.”
Gay also outlined plans for
direct engagement.
“We’re looking at doing a
social media series throughout
the semester that will focus
race by race to help introduce
candidates to students beyond
the top of the ticket,” Gay
said.
CCE plans to promote
mail-in voting, as previous
turnout methods do not

Campus orgs
prepare for 2020 election
align with the university’s
COVID-19 guidelines.
“We’ll be stressing (the)
option to register for vote-bymail to students,” Gay said.
“Transportation to the polls
has been offered each of the
last two cycles though we
anticipate university policy
will not allow for this in
November.”
Student organizations are
also looking to promote civic
engagement.
The College Democrats
plan to compile resources for
civic opportunities.
“(We will) refer students
to canvassing and protest
opportunities,” said Madeline
Rhodes, president of College
Democrats.
Turning Point USA, a
student organization which
advocates for right-wing
policies, is inactive this year.
Former Turning Point USA
President Kacy Cartmell still
hopes students are civically
engaged.
“I don’t care who you vote
for, just make sure you go out
and vote,” Cartmell said.
Turning Point USA’s
inactive status means no
organization will actively
support Republican
candidates.
Former Turning Point USA
Vice President Lexi Bishop
believes USF St. Petersburg’s
political climate is to blame.
“Many students choose
to avoid bringing up

conservative beliefs due
to many fears; loss of
friends (or) even the violent
confrontations across the
nation,” Bishop said. “While
it is disheartening to see that
conservative students do not
have a safe place on campus,
we are also in interesting
times with the coronavirus
pandemic. I hope to see some
determined conservatives
form an organization once
they feel comfortable to do
so.”
Bishop is reluctantly
supporting President Donald
Trump.
“If Kanye West had
announced his running sooner
and people considered him as
a viable candidate, I would
consider him as a possible
choice,” said Bishop in an
email to The Crow’s Nest.
“I have not been a fan of how
the Trump Administration
has handled the pandemic.
With the top candidates being
Trump or Biden, I will most
likely vote for Trump.”
Rhodes and the College
Democrats will be advocating
for the Joe Biden and Kamala
Harris ticket.
“Beyond the fact that they
are the nominated candidates
from the Democrat party, we
support their policies and
believe that they will work
towards building a more
cohesive, empathetic and
democratic government,”
Rhodes said.

TREVOR MARTINDALE | THE CROW’S NEST

As of Aug. 25, aggregate head-to-head polling data compiled by Real Clear
Politics shows Biden with a seven point lead.
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Even after you’ve forked over your life savings for
a medium popcorn, the cashier will always ask
you to just spend “a dollar more” on upgrading
your popcorn.

We have to go
back…
to the movies!

By Sophie Ojdanic
sojdanic@usf.edu

I

was convinced that
if I had gone another
day without going to
the movies, some poor ER
doctor was going to have to
inject my veins full of that
stuff movie theaters like to
call “butter.”
The last movie I saw
before quarantine was
Brahms: The Boy II. Which
means, even if it was only
a few months, it felt like an
eternity.
Sure, I had Netflix – The
Old Guard is a masterpiece
– but it just wasn’t the
same.
There’s nothing quite
like that awkward moment
you tell the person in the
box office to enjoy their
movie, too, spending your
life savings on a small
popcorn and drink and
sliding into a chair that
screams as you lean back.
Ah, the good old days.
So, when I got an email
from AMC that its theaters
would be opening back up
starting Aug. 20, I knew I
would have to be there on
the first day.
AMC Sundial 12
reopened on Aug. 27, and it
was a ghost town. When I
approached the box office,
it was just the employees, a
friend I had dragged along
for the ride and me.
To meet COVID-19
guidelines, AMC Theatres
requires that all guests wear
face masks while outside

of their auditoriums or if
they have not purchased
concessions. Seats are
socially distanced, meaning
that when a ticket is
sold, the two seats next
to the sold seat become
unavailable for purchase.
As I stepped into
auditorium 10 for the
6:40 p.m. showing of The
New Mutants, I thought to
myself: “Finally, something
to think about other than
Brahms.”
Unfortunately, The New
Mutants was a let down. I
mean, what were they doing
for the two years it was just
sitting in the editing bay?
Nevertheless, the
experience was enough
to have me prepared to
come back next week for a
viewing of Tenet.
As far as COVID-19
goes, I would not
recommend the movies
to those who are
immunocompromised or
have friends or relatives
who are. The precautions
AMC has put in place
seem to be all they could
do, except for putting in
personal seat-windshields in
the auditoriums.
And for those of you
wondering, I did observe
three AMC employees
sanitizing workstations and
guest touchpoints.
Overall, my AMC
experience was great, but
my choice in film ultimately
brought it down to about a 6
out of 10.
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USFSP students face a game of
chance for a paycheck and a
night out
layoffs, shorter hours
and potentially unsafe
working conditions.
OVID-19
Emma Weiss, a
has taken an
USF St. Petersburg
unprecedented
junior majoring in
toll on the U.S. economy interdisciplinary social
and St. Petersburg is
sciences, was laid off
no exception. Local
from her serving position
restaurants and bars
shortly before the
have experienced a sharp semester started.
decline in revenue and are
“I think I could be
facing new challenges as comfortable going to
the city begins to reopen. a small restaurant and
Consumers are saddled having a meal, but I am
with a risky decision
nowhere near comfortable
for the sake of a night
going to any of the bars
out, as restaurant and
downtown – they are too
bar employees endure
packed for my comfort,”
the economic strain of
Weiss said in a Facebook
COVID-19.
comment to The Crow’s
Just as college students Nest.
are part of the downtown
USF St. Petersburg
St. Petersburg economy,
mass communications
they also make up a large senior Aliah Farley chose
part of industry staff.
to end her six-year career
According to a 2015
in the industry for the
Georgetown University
sake of her health and the
study, 70 to 80 percent
safety of high-risk family
of college students are
members that she cares
active in the labor market. for.
Students are facing

By Annalise Anderson
akanderson1@usf.edu

C
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Stephen Schrutt (above), owner of Park & Rec, The Avenue and No Vacancy
stands behind the bar at Park & Rec. Schrutt was forced to shut down all
three operations earlier this year after several employees tested positive for
COVID-19.

“Given my
circumstances, I did not
feel comfortable working
at all,” Farley said in
an email to The Crow’s
Nest. “Many places
were not requiring any
employees to get tested
before coming into work.
In fact, I know of some
places that had staff
members test positive
and employees who were
exposed were allowed to
continue working without
a test.
“Financially, it
has been rough since
COVID. I have been out
of work since March with
little to no assistance. I
applied for emergency
assistance through
USF, the city, bartender
associations and received
nothing,” Farley said.
Mayor Rick
Kriseman’s Restart St.
Pete initiative attempts
to relieve financial strain
for local businesses
by providing funding,
PATRICK TOBIN | THE CROW’S NEST
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Mandy Keys (above), owner of Community Cafe,
chops mushrooms in the Allendale Methodist
Church kitchen. Keys is currently operating out of
the church kitchen after Community Cafe was
abruptly forced out of their Central Avenue
location earlier this year.

(Right) Hand sanitizer
is offered at the door
of Park & Rec. The bar,
well-known for its
arcade games, was
forced to shut down
earlier this year after
employees tested
positive for COVID-19.

grants and careful
reopening guidelines.
Still, restaurateurs remain
reliant on customers
filling seats and placing
orders.
Community Cafe, a
local LGBTQ+ hangout
frequented by college
students, was forced
to suddenly relocate
from its Central Avenue
location and continues to
rely on the support of its
young customers at its
temporary location.
“I’m taking this all
really seriously,” said
Community Cafe owner
Mandy Keys. “Obviously,
it is a very dangerous
situation. Even if younger
people don’t get as sick,
everyone’s got family
members, coworkers or
neighbors who might be
more susceptible.”
Park & Rec, The

Avenue and No Vacancy
are popular local venues
for college students
21-and-up. In June, owner
Stephen Schrutt shut
down the three operations
after several employees
tested positive for the
virus. Doors reopened in
August with strict safety
measures in place.
“We are going to
continue to provide a
safe environment not
only for our staff but for
the guest,” Schrutt said.
“I’m hopeful that things
get back to normal soon.
We’ve got to continue
to keep our guard up
though. We can’t think
that we’re in the clear just
yet … With [students]
doing online classes,
I hope that they still
want to come support
downtown businesses and
their favorite spots.”
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One week into a
pandemic-ridden semester
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O

ne week into the
fall semester, USF
is already seeing
positive COVID-19 cases on
campuses.
Since classes began on
Aug. 24, USF St. Petersburg
has reported one new case
while Tampa has reported
five. Sarasota-Manatee has
reported no new cases since
Aug. 24. In the same time
period, Florida recorded
20,923 new cases.
In accordance with
USF’s Return to Campus
plan, classes are being
administered through various
instructional methods
including in person, hybrid
blend, primarily distance
learning and fully online.
Students have had mixed
reactions to their first week
experiences because of
the different mediums of
learning.
Brandon Castle, a
junior accounting major,
expressed discontent with
online learning while also

understanding the burden it
puts on professors.
“The professors are doing
their best, but some of them
have clearly never done this
before,” Castle said. “I had
one professor who forgot to
record his lecture and he was
like: ‘oops.’”
Castle also voiced
concern with online exams.
“I am not enjoying having
Proctorio for everything I
do,” Castle said. “Having
proctored exams feels
weird.”
Third-year biology major
Madison Delgado is happy
with the online format, but
underwhelmed by courses

conducted asynchronously.
“The lack of available
live lectures is disheartening
and dilutes the learning
experience,” Delgado said.
Science majors are
required to take labs with
their science courses, which
often require hands-on
experiments.
Junior biology major
Angel Albizu is taking an in
person lab and he believes it
has been handled well so far.
“Overall, for what the
experience was worth, the
(lab) was handled fairly,”
Albizu said. “Future labs
that we have in person will
require us to wear even
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more (personal protective
equipment) including
goggles, gloves and a lab
coat.”
Delgado echoed this
sentiment.
“I’m taking one in person
lab this semester: organic
chemistry I and it was
well organized,” Delgado
said. “Students were asked
to clean their stations
using a three-step process
upon leaving the lab after
class. Masks were always
requested to remain on.”
Sophomore political
science major Zac Axel
disapproves of the return to
campus altogether.
“I feel that the decision to
offer any in person courses
is irresponsible,” Axel said
in an email to The Crow’s
Nest. “This school and any
school’s first priority should
be safety.”
With the first week of
classes down, USF St.
Petersburg has 13 weeks of
in person classes remaining
as the COVID-19 pandemic
continues.

Getting back in the school groove
By Edyn Gottlieb
edyn@usf.edu

W

ith a stagnant
summer behind
us and an
uncharted semester ahead,
getting back in the school
groove can be challenging.
With many classes online,
it can be hard to find the
motivation to do schoolwork.
We at The Crow’s Nest
are in the same boat. In an
effort to power through this
together, we’ve compiled a
list of five actions you can
take to reinvigorate your will
to study:

1) Set an alarm in the
morning.
Even if you don’t have
early-morning classes,
waking up at a reasonable
time can bolster your
productivity.
2) Establish a routine.
Simple actions like taking
a shower and relaxing with a
cup of coffee before class can
help you be aware of your
time management throughout
the day. Plus, scheduling
a time to complete your
schoolwork allows for more
free time and decreases
procrastination.
3) Create a study
space.
Establish a space in your

house strictly for studying.
It should be tidy, have all
of your supplies, and be
distraction free. Studying
in this space could help you
concentrate.
4) Study with friends.
Online classes can be
lonely, putting a damper
on your concentration and
motivation. Get together a
small group of friends and
meet in an area where you
can socially distance. Fresh
air and a new perspective can
be crucial to getting out of a
funk. Remember to wear a
mask!
5) Be kind to yourself.
This is a difficult time
for everyone, so be easy on

yourself. If you have a rough,
unproductive day, that’s OK;
that doesn’t mean it has to be
a bad week. Take it in stride
and dedicate the next day to
getting back on track.
We are living
amid a pandemic.
Feeling unmotivated is
understandable, but we will
adjust to our new normal in
due time.
We hope these five tips
make this transition a little
easier.
If you need support,
the Wellness Center offers
mental health services and
virtual appointments.
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Charges adjusted for St. Petersburg man
accused of killing USFSP senior
By Catherine Hicks
and Sophie Ojdanic
chicks@usf.edu
sojdanic@usf.edu

T

he man accused
of killing USF St.
Petersburg senior
Owen Melin in a home
invasion just a few blocks
from campus in May
is being prosecuted for
second-degree murder.
The charge will
eventually be upgraded to
first-degree murder, the
prosecutor said.
When St. Petersburg
police arrested Joshua
Pilley Jr., 19, on June 9,
they charged him with
premeditated, first-degree
murder and handed the
case to the Pinellas-Pasco
state attorney’s office for
prosecution.
Under Florida law, all
first-degree murder charges
must be filed by a grand
jury. Due to COVID-19,
the state Supreme Court
has temporarily suspended

all grand jury proceedings
as of March 13.
“We had to elect to
charge with second-degree
(murder) due to this rule
that prohibits us from a
grand jury indictment,”
said Jennifer Coyler, the
assistant state attorney
appointed to the case. “If
we hadn’t charged him with
something, he would have
been released, so we chose
to initially charge with
second degree and when
we have the ability to bring
forth first degree charges,
we will be.”
Melin, 22, a psychology
major, was shot and killed
while visiting friends at
an apartment six blocks
from campus on May 27.
Police detectives have
described it as an apparent
home invasion that was not
random.
According to police
records, friends of
the homeowner were
approached by a man who
asked to speak with the
homeowner. When the
friends declined, the man
left to make a phone call
and came back with two
other men.
Melin was shot once

in his left chest when the
intruders entered the home.
Pilley Jr. was identified
as a suspect by a fingerprint
on a car he leaned on in
the driveway and was later
identified by a witness.
Police have declined to
discuss their investigation
of Pilley Jr.’s two
accomplices because
it is an active criminal
investigation.
Talks are still in
progress between the Melin
family and the USF St.
Petersburg administration
about a possible honorary
psychology degree for their
son, who was only a year
away from graduating.
“Owen loved his
family and friends, and
his goal was to leave
a positive mark on the
world by helping people
in his own creative way,”
said Matthew Lee, a
close childhood friend of
Melin’s.

Stay with
crowsneststpete.com for
updates.

COURTESY OF ST. PETERSBURG POLICE DEPARTMENT

Police announced the arrest of Joshua Pilley Jr. for
first-degree murder on June 10.

COURTESY OF MATTHEW LEE

Owen Melin was a senior psychology major at USF
St. Petersburg. Friends and family described Melin
as always pushing people to be the best version of
themselves.

W hat to do t his we e k : Au g. 3 1 -Sept . 6
By Jessica Block
CONTRIBUTOR
MONDAY
On-Campus
Interview Day kicks
off week two of the
fall semester at USF
St. Petersburg. From
11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
students looking for
work can interview
with several on-campus
offices all in one place.
Applicants need to apply
online to reserve an
interview spot before
this event. Contact the
Career Center with any
questions related to
registering via phone at
(727) 873-4129 or email
at momartinez@usf.edu.
TUESDAY
Are you looking to grow
your leadership skills?
Get involved virtually

with a Leadership
Lesson via Microsoft
Teams. Connect with
current students from
2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
and learn how to become
a better campus leader!
The Teams link can
be accessed through
stpetersburg.usf.edu.
WEDNESDAY
Calling all gamers!
The Gaming Network
invites students to join
the first virtual game
of the fall semester.
Whether you’re an
expert or just looking
to try something new,
everyone is welcome.
Join in from 4:30 p.m. to
6:30 p.m. via Microsoft
Teams, accessible from
stpetersburg.usf.edu.

THURSDAY
COMPASS will be
hosting a virtual “How
to College: COVID-19
Edition,” all day via
Instagram. They will be
sharing helpful tips and
tricks to tackle common
problems students
may face during this
unprecedented time. Stay
in-the-know by following
@compassusfsp.

across the street from
one of St. Pete’s most
popular breweries, 3
Daughters, vendors have
traveled the world to
bring unique vintage
finds to our local area.
The market runs Friday
from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m.,
Saturday 9 a.m. to
6 p.m. and Sunday 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. For more
information visit www.
vintagemarche727.com.

FRIDAY
Are you looking for
safe, social-distanced
activities to kick off
your weekend? Vintage
Marche is Tampa Bay’s
largest monthly vintage
market with over 15
thousand square-feet for
safe thrifting. Located

SATURDAY
Get out and explore all
that nature has to offer at
the Tampa Bay Watch
Discovery Center
located on the new St.
Pete Pier! The indoor
exhibit displays Florida’s
unique ecosystem
with interactive video

presentations, socialdistancing tours and a
hands-on touch tank.
For a $5 admission,
you can learn about
our environment in a
unique atmosphere. For
more information visit
tbwdiscoverycenter.org.
SUNDAY
Corey Avenue Sunday
Morning Market is now
open weekly for the
summer. Local vendors
take over the streets with
a variety of options such
as clothing, homemade
baked goods and fresh
produce. The market
runs from 10 a.m. to 1
p.m. and it;s located at
300 Corey Ave., St. Pete
Beach. Don’t forget to
bring your mask. For
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Student Spotlight: USFSP graduate
student “not shaken by fear”
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In 2016, Julie Beach (above) lost her sister to suicide. “There were times I
would put in my headphones and I would walk to the beach and I would just
cry because I missed my sister so much I couldn’t even stand it anymore,”
Beach said.

“Family is really
important to me,” Beach
said, “I moved down here
(from Michigan) in 2012,
because
my mother’s
ver since Julie
husband
passed away and
Beach enrolled at
I
moved
down
to take care
USF St. Petersburg
of
her.
My
sister
killed
in 2018, liberating herself
herself
in
2016
and
I have
from a toxic relationship
her
kids.
My
dog
isn’t
and dedicating herself to
her studies, she has focused a person, but he’s super
important to me.”
on giving back to others,
Beach is a first-year
rather than on what she has
graduate
student in the
lost.
Florida
Studies
program
“When I was having
at
USF
St.
Petersburg,
really bad days here on
after graduating with
campus, I would go out
her bachelor’s in
to the beach and I would
interdisciplinary social
pick up trash,” Beach
sciences last spring. She
said. “I know that’s totally
isn’t sure what she wants to
bizarre, but I really did
do with her education, but
do it, because whenever I
dreams of one day having a
struggle, if I do something
doctorate.
that makes things better
“I want a Ph.D or a law
for anyone or the planet
degree
eventually,” Beach
or whatever; if I give back
said.
“I
have for pretty
instead, it alters (my)
much
all
of my life, I’ve
mind.”
just
never
known what I
In 2016, Beach, who
wanted
it
in.
I want to be a
was 31, lost her oldest
badass
scientist
– I am kind
sister to suicide and
of
a
badass
scientist
– but
became the caregiver to her
I
don’t
know.
I
have
really
nephew and niece; Carlton,
simple
goals.
Most
of
my
11 and Julianna, 18.
life,
I’ve
just
wanted
to
be
“There were times
happy.
That’s
it.
Like
if
it
I would put in my
doesn’t
work
out
to
get
a
headphones and I would
Ph.D or even finish grad
walk to the beach and I
school – am I happy? Do I
would just cry because I
have food on my table and
missed my sister so much
my kids are taken care of?
I couldn’t even stand it
“As long as I can
anymore,” Beach said.
continue
helping people
“And I’m like ‘how am I
and
slowly
making things
supposed to go to this next
just
a
little
bit
better for
class when I’m like – I’m
one
person.”
wrecked.’ And I’d just
Beach is passionate
stand there for a little bit,
about
helping others,
with my toes in the water
saving
and protecting
and start picking up trash.”
the
environment
and
Beach expressed that
ensuring
social
justice.
She
her family is one of her
volunteers
at
a
homeless
number one priorities.
donation service that
By Catherine Hicks
chicks@usf.edu

E

provides toiletries and
other necessities to the
homeless and is part of
a postcard mailer that
reaches out to individuals
in jail to remind them that
they have the ability to
vote.
“I’m passionate about
the environment and
people – taking care of
them, providing for them,
being an ally to (them)
and making sure they
know they have a safe
space,” Beach said. “I
want to change the world,”
she continued, with a
disbelieving laugh.
Those who know Beach
aren’t as doubtful.
“Julie has a high degree
of social consciousness and
a genuine interest in nature
and the environment,” said
Nancy McCann, professor
and mentor to Beach since
they met in Beach’s first
semester during a nature
and culture class McCann
taught. “I’m not surprised
one bit that Julie is now a
graduate student in Florida
Studies. I can’t wait to see
some of the work she will
do and contributions she
will make.”
Claudia Martinez, a
friend of Beach, notes that
Beach always finds time to
help others.
“I’ve seen her help
out so many people, even
offering her friends to (let
them) stay with her when
they had no place to go,”
Martinez said. “She always
finds time to help others,
she donates, she’s willing
to educate, she has time to
listen if anyone needs to
vent.”

Martinez shared a
pivotal moment in her life
which Beach influenced
tremendously. At 19,
Martinez was in her first
serious relationship and
nearly committed to
marriage, a house and
adopting children. When
she expressed to Beach
that she was having some
doubts, Beach asked if she
was sure she was doing
what she truly wanted.
“It woke me up,”
Martinez said. “I
appreciated her so much
for that. If it hadn’t been
for her, I probably would
still be asleep – living a
very different life.”
Beach’s closest friends
admire her selflessness
and her ability to remain
positive.
“Julie is a person
who is empathetic to the
extreme, she cares about
everyone and everything,”
said Brandon Gallerani,
a longtime friend that
invited Beach to speak at
his wedding. “When her
sister passed, she took on
the burden of helping (to)
raise her niece and nephew,
maintaining a full-time
income to provide for
them and caring for her
mother, while also being
in school full-time. She

fosters animals, volunteers
constantly to feed the
homeless or provide safety
packages and cares about
the environment, globally
and locally.
“She is the kind
of person that never
complains about her
situation, just looks for
solutions on how to make
it work. Honestly, I don’t
know how she does it.”
“Her altruism extends
beyond her family and
into the world,” said
Alexandra Hood, who has
known Beach since 2006.
She cares deeply for the
health and wellbeing of
all people. She organizes
to get supplies and food
to the homeless in her
community. She fights
tirelessly to change
negative stereotypes about
people and gives everyone
a chance. She never
beats anyone down for
their perspective, instead
working to educate with
statistics and facts.
“Family, the
environment and the
betterment of the world
for all people are (the most
important things to her).
Julie is not shaken by fear,
she works hard for all of
these things.”
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Julie Beach picks a plastic bag out of the water by
the beach at Bayboro Harbor. Beach used to come
to this spot on campus to pick up trash as a way
to cope with the loss of her sister.

